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Message from the President
CHAIN SAW SAFETY (Part 1)

Now that we are interested in woodturning, we need to harvest 
wood for our turnings. So, this is a good time to talk about chain 
saw safety.

Do you know approximately what percentage of all woods 
accidents in a year are typically the result of a chain saw cut?30%

Do you know how fast a chain saw blade can move at full throttle? 
45 MPH

Do you know which age group of operators is at the greatest risk of 
injury? Younger Operators

Do you know how many of all chain saw accidents could be 
prevented? Almost all of them

As the saw operator, YOU are the most important factor of your 
own safety. 

Know your saw and how to operate it before you use it. Read and 
follow all the instructions that come with your owner’s manual. 

Take the time to prepare for the job. (Sharpen and tension your 
chain)

Practice! Begin with logs on which you can make trial cuts to get 
the feel of your saw and the way it handles.

Never work alone. Be at least within yelling distance of help.

Clothing

Proper personal protective equipment is as important in
reducing the risk of injury as knowing the operating limitations of 
your saw. Your clothing should be well fitted and free of dangling
or ragged edges that could become entangled in either the saw or
brush.  Specialized protective clothing is available and includes 
protective chaps. These chaps are made from synthetic fabrics
that are designed to prevent the moving saw chain from coming
in contact with your legs.

A hard hat with a non-fogging vented face screen along with safety 
glasses will help prevent injury from flying chips or a chain that 
may break off and fly toward your face.

Heavy-duty gloves will protect your hands from abrasions, cuts and 
splinters.

Ear muffs or ear plugs and sturdy boots complete your safety 
apparel.

Dates to Remember

April 1 – Palmetto Woodturners  Meetingwith 
demonstration by Leon Thomas.   Board meets offsite 
following the meeting.

April 1 –Jury of Exhibition Pieces for Lexington County 
Library Exhibit.  

April 1 – "A Day At The Lathe"presented by The 
Southern Piedmont Woodturners in Concord, NC.  
Woodturning featuring Nick Cook, Bobby Clemmons, and 
Chris Ramsey. 

April 28-30 – Southern States VI Symposium in 
Gainesville, GA.

May 1 – 31 – Palmetto Woodturners Exhibitionat 
Lexington County Library Main Branch.

Palmetto Woodturner
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Kickback

What is kickback? Kickback is one of the greatest chain saw 
hazards. It occurs when a force throws the saw rapidly and 
sometimes uncontrollably back towards you. It is a very violent 
and sudden motion, which can severely or fatally injure you. 
Kickback usually occurs when the upper tip of the guide bar 
touches an object or when the wood closes in and pinches the 
saw chain. Safety chain may minimize the hazard, but will not 
eliminate the possibility of kickback.

Avoid situations like these that may cause kickback

The chain saw is an essential tool for the woodturner, and one 
that can be used safely. I will address other chain saw issues 
in future issues of the Palmetto Woodturner. Follow the rules 
for safe use, and you’ll happily cut bowl blanks for many years 
to come.

Thank you to the Virginia Cooperative Extension and the 
University Extension of the University of Missouri-Columbia for 
providing information and statistics for this article.

Cover Photo:Camphor Platter – Gerald Starnes



March Meeting

The Palmetto Woodturners will meet on April 1 at 9:00 in the 
demonstration room at Mann Tool and Supply.   Our April 
demonstrator will be Leon Thomas of Cummings, GA. 

Leon will demonstrate thin wall hollow turning, including 
instruction for several tools.  He will also address use and 
construction of specialized sanding tools.

One of Leon’s turnings from the Overland Park Symposium 
Instant Gallery was featured in the fall edition of the American
Woodturner (page 18).

Leon has demonstrated for clubs including the  Georgia 
Association of Woodturners and Chattahoochee Woodturners.

Southern States VI

Mark your calendars now for the Sixth Annual Southern States 
Woodturning Symposium slated for April 28 - 30, 2006 at the 
Georgia Mountains Center in Gainesville, Georgia.  This year's 
symposium will feature 40 demonstrations, beginning at 1 p.m. 
Friday and continuing through noon on Sunday.  All attendees 
are encouraged to bring up to three pieces for the instant gallery 
and a donated piece for the auction. Once again, ten full 
scholarships will be awarded for woodturning courses at John 
C. Campbell Folk School.

This year's featured demonstrators include: Ernie Newman from 
the Blue Mountains of Australia; Dave Hout, host of DIY TV's 
"Woodturning Basics" and "Woodturning Techniques"; Larry 
Hasiak of Tarpon Springs, Florida and Keith Gotschall of 
Colorado.

If you plan to attend this year's symposium and are interested in 
volunteering for one or more sessions to man the video 
cameras, contact your Southern States Representative, Gary 
Dickey at gdickey1@sc.rr.com. .

Brochures will be available at the April meeting. Palmetto 
Woodturners is one of seven AAW clubs sponsoring the 
symposium.  Updates and further information are available 
online at www:southernstates.org.

Call For Exhibition Pieces

All members are invited to submit pieces for the Lexington 
County Library Exhibition.  Submissions will be juried at the 
April meeting. An entry form is included in the newsletter.

We will also be requesting display pieces at the May meeting for
the June Exhibition at the Richland County Main Library and at 
the June meeting for the exhibition at the Irmo Branch of the 
Lexington County Library.

Sam Brasher Sam Brasher

Alan Cooke Alan Cooke

Alan Cooke Pat DeCoursey

March Instant Gallery

Pat DeCoursey Pat DeCoursey

John Harbin John Harbin

John Harbin Bill Lee

Bill Lee Bill Lee



Membership

Welcome to our newest members:

William A. Ward Dan Bartel
1503 Roscoe Road 2989 Ellington Drive
Lexington, SC 29072 Rock Hill, SC 29732
H - 803-957-7045 bartel@comporium.net 
W - 803-466-7679 H - 803-329-1654

Francis E. Whetstone Walter G. Edwards, Jr.
827 Schoolhouse Road 6447 Eastshore Road
Branchville, SC 29432 Columbia, SC 29206
F.E.Whetstone@redmed.com wgemjde@bellsouth.net
H - 803-829-2120 H - 803-787-8310
W - 803-395-2439

Also, welcome back to:

Greg Gerstner
1402 Hagood Avenud
Columbia, SC 29205
Ggerstner@earthlink.net
H - 803-931-0996
W – 803-319-6889

March Instant Gallery

Robert Lyon

Home Grown Expertise

If you don’t have enough time to make all of the mistakes other 
woodturners have made, you’re in luck.  Many of our members 
are willing to share their skills through mentoring or private/group 
instruction.  

Jack Gouldoffers mentoring to club members.  He prefers to 
assist woodturners new to the craft that need help with the 
fundamentals of turning.  Mentoring can be offered during the day 
or in the evening considering his retired status.  Call Jack at 803-
359-3438 or email him at rgould@sc.rr.com.   . 

Jack’s turning skills are on display in almost every Palmetto 
Woodturners Instant Gallery.  He’s an excellent teacher and very
generous with his time and talent.

Tom Harvardis available by appointment for beginning or 
intermediate woodturning lessons.  Tom suggests a three day 
course for a good foundation in basic bowl turning.  Call Tom at
803-735-7917 or e-mail at tharvard@sc.rr.com 

Three of Tom’s bowls were selected for the 500 Wood Bowls
book published last year.  His former students within the club 
have rated his instruction highly.

Woodturners are uniquely generous with their time and expertise,
so don’t hesitate to ask how a piece was made or finished.  If you 
need advice while your piece is still on the lathe, call someone
and ask.

Michael Rabkin

Michael RabkinMichael Rabkin

Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin

Michael Rabkin Gerald Starnes

Joey Vann Joey Vann

Joey Vann Mike Weaver

Mike Weaver



Mentoring Update
Jack Gould has 14 turners involved with the mentoring 
program, and 2 more waiting to begin. This represents 
approximately 1/6 of the chapter membership. Thanks to 
Jack for making it happen!

Green Wood Sealer Update
If you had your name on the list to purchase Green Wood 
Sealer and did not attend the March meeting, please plan to 
pay, and pick up your sealer at the April meeting. You do not 
need to bring jugs, inasmuch as it is already packaged and 
ready to go. If you are unable to pick up your sealer, please 
arrange for someone else to do this for you. The chapter 
members that have sealer (gallons listed) waiting for them 
are:

Youmans -2                      Whaley -10
Pendarvis -2                      Harbin -2
Shaw -2                           Reeves -1
Taylor -2                          Arial-1
Salomon -1                       Dixon -2
Gilly -1                              Dickey -1

We may have a few gallons available that were not allocated, 
and several members indicated that they would like to 
purchase any surplus. Please give your names to Jack Gould  
at the beginning of the meeting on April 1st., and he will 
contact you if sealer is available.

April Instant Gallery
Remember to bring a recent turning or tool or jig for the April 
Instant Gallery table.  Even if you don’t submit it as a 
possible exhibition piece, we’d like to see your work.

Door Prize Drawing
Thanks to the members who’ve been loading the Door Prize 
table with turning wood and tools. If you have extra wood or 
unused tools, they would be greatly appreciated as door 
prizes. 

Club Information
The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of 
each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West 
Columbia, SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east 
side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378).  Turn 
Right onto Highway 378 and Right at first light onto Chris 
Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 3/4 mile on the left.  

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn 
Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the 
McDonalds) onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each 
meeting and club members bring samples of their work for 
the monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members 
and guests are always welcome.   

Members and guests are requested to park in the lot 
behind Mann’s away from the loading dock.

Officers and Board of Directors 
 

President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    
Vice President Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com 
Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 
Board of Directors  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 

 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsonc.charles@att.net 
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   

 Marcia Roof 803-791-4946  mmroof@earthlink.net 

Club Management 
 

Exhibitions Chairman Ken Gates 803-796-0039 kgates2@sc.rr.com 
Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  
Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    
Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com 
Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdanielssr@sc.rr.com  
 Deputy Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   
 Deputy Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watson.charles@att.net  
Southern States  Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey1@sc.rr.com 
Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpjehouse@alltel.net  
 Deputy Wink Clark 803-957-7650 wink_clark@yahoo.com  



Please Critique  
    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece   Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  
 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)  (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  
 

Artist  Artist  
 
 

Palmetto Woodturners 
Lexington County Public Library Exhibition 
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Title:     
 
Type of Piece:     
 
Wood(s):     
 
Artist:     
 
Artist Contact      
(Optional - Phone Number or email address) 


