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TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg..    
www.PalmettoWoodturners.org  
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We were saddened to learn of the death in late March of our fellow member Richard Hartman.  Richard was a member of our club for 
several years thoroughly enjoyed the demonstrations and other club activities. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Richard’s family in this time of loss and sorrow.   
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I was happy to see the good turnout we had for our April meeting which featured Phil Colson as our guest turner. For those who 
were unable to attend, Phil gave a very informative and interesting demonstration, which focused on the turning of several unusual 
forms including the making of a spatula and a spurtle. 
 

I want to also call your attention to our May 7th demonstrator, Nick Cook. If you have never seen Nick turn don’t miss his May 
demonstration. Nick is a professional turner with a tremendous amount of skill and a good eye for shape and form. Additionally, Nick 
is an excellent teacher who has the ability to pass on a lot of his knowledge during a short three-hour demonstration. I look forward to 
seeing everyone on Saturday, May 7th. 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Steve Harrell and Jack Gould for the great job they did with the installation of our exhibition at 
the Lexington County Public Library. The show looks great, and it is a wonderful way to exhibit the talent that we have in our club. 
Thanks guys for all of your hard work and dedication to the Palmetto Woodturners. 
 

I also want to thank Tim Taylor for his hard work in getting the Palmetto Woodturners website (www.PalmettoWoodturners.org) up 
and running. It looks great Tim! 
 

During the past several weeks, my graduate seminar students and I have been reading an interesting book titled, Art & Fear – 
Observations On The Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking. As the authors say in their introduction, “This is a book about making art. 
Ordinary art. Ordinary art means something like: all art not make by Mozart. After all, art is rarely made by Mozart-like people…” They 
go on to say that artmaking is a common and intimately human activity that is full of perils and rewards and make many suggestions 
throughout the book on how to deal with them. 
 

There is a short section in the book titled Materials that I felt really hit home. Since we all work with the very seductive material, wood, 
I thought I would share this section with you. 
 

Materials 
 

Art & Fear 
 

 “The materials of art, like the thumbnail sketch, seduce us with their potential. The texture of the paper, the smell of the 
paint, the weight of the stone – all cast hints and innuendoes, beckoning our fantasies. In the presence of good materials, 
hopes grow and possibilities multiply. And with good reason: some materials are so readily charged and responsive that 
artists have turned to them for thousands of years, and probably will for thousands more. For many artists the response to 
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a particular material has been intensely personal, as if the material spoke directly to them. It’s been said that as a child, 
Pablo Casals knew from the first moment he heard the sound of a cello, that that was his instrument. 
 

But where materials have potential, they also have limits. Ink wants to flow, but not across just any surface; clay wants to 
hold a shape, but not just any shape. And in any case, without your active participation their potential remains just that – 
potential. Materials are like elementary particles: charged, but indifferent. They do not listen in on your fantasies, do not get 
up and move in response to your idle wishes. The blunt truth is, they do precisely what your hands make them do. The 
paint lays exactly where you put it; the words you wrote – not the ones you needed to write or thought about writing – are 
the only ones that appear on the paper. In the words of Ben Shahn, ‘The painter who stands before an empty canvas must 
think in terms of paint.’ 
 

What counts, in making art, is the actual fit between the contents of your head and the qualities of your materials. The 
knowledge you need to make that fit comes from noticing what really happens as you work – the way the materials 
respond, and the way that response (and resistance) suggest new ideas to you. It’s those real and ordinary changes that 
matter. Art is about carrying things out, and materials are what can be carried out. Because they are real, they are 
reliable.” 
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The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 7 at Mann Tool and Supply.  Our 
demonstrator for March will be Nick Cook.  Nick will demonstrate a variety of techniques with 
emphasis on showing that he can turn using a skew for hours on end without a single catch.   
 

Nick holds club records for most catches during a demonstration (6 in 2003) and most witty 
responses to audience wisecracks (1,742 in 2004).   
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Phil Colson provided a lesson in design exploration through creation of maquettes, miniature 
turnings that enable the turner to try new forms and judge shapes and proportions quickly 
using a minimal amount of wood.  One of the maquettes created during the demonstration is 
shown on the lathe headstock.   
 

Phil also demonstrated turning of spurtles and spatulas.  
 

 

 
In addition to his other turning skills, he illustrated his 
method of dealing with hecklers in the audience 
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Leslie Bradshaw Leslie Bradshaw Leslie Bradshaw Sam Brasher 
Oak Cherry Burl Tupelo Gum Pecan 
Deft Tung Oil Tru Oil Sanding Sealer, Krylon 
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Sam Brasher Jim Brewton Jack Gould Enoch Harding 
Koa Cherry Chinaberry Maple, Zebrawood,  
Sanding Sealer, Krylon Waterlox Antique Oil     Aircraft Plywood 
   Deft, Beale System 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Enoch Harding Steve Harrell Steve Harrell Tom Harvard 
50,000 Year Old Wood Bigleaf Maple Burl, Walnut Live Oak Burl 
Deft, Beale System Behlens, Briwax CA, Briwax 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Harvard Robert Lyon Ben Pendarvis Ben Pendarvis 
  Live Oak Live Oak 
 Metal Reactive Paint Antique Oil Antique Oil 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben Pendarvis Nelson Ray Tom Rhoden Tom Rhoden 
Live Oak Pecan Sweet Gum Pecan 
Antique Oil Mineral Oil Oil Oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joey Vann Joey Vann Joey Vann James Whaley 
Hackberry Blackwood/Cocobolo  Hackberry 
Unfinished Oil  Walnut Oil 
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James Whaley James Whaley James Whaley Ben Youmans 
Poplar Box Elder Box Elder Sweet Gum 
Walnut Oil Deft Deft Oil 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Ben Youmans Ben Youmans Jamie Youmans  
Maple/Walnut Pecan Hickory  
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Welcome to our newest members: 

Winkie Clark Lou Cucullu 
112 Berly Street 697 West Dunbar Road 
Lexington, SC 29072 West Columbia, SC 29170 
wclark@gbronline.com lou_cucullu@intel.com 
H - 803-957-7650 H - 803-755-1427   
W - 803-734-0373 W - 803-216-2230 
 
Lewis Dooley Ken Gates 
1019 Two Notch Road 1025 Natchez Trail   
Lexington, SC 29073 West Columbia, SC 29169   
dwormmaker@aol.com joyce2@nuvox.net 
H - 803-359-4777 H - 803-796-0039   
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The web is a great resource for ideas, inspiration, and amazement.  The following three pieces are among many shown on the web site of 
Robert Bosco, a self-taught amateur woodturner from France. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Solid Parquetry Platter Square Solid Parquetry Bowl Natural Edge Bowl 
Oak/Tumbleweed/Ayous Ramin/Mahogany Sapele Sumac 
 
Mr. Bosco’s site (http://perso.wanadoo.fr/robert.bosco/modeleen.htm) includes detailed instructions (mostly in French) with great 
illustrations for turning of a sphere, Chinese Balls, and openwork stapled spheres. 
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Thanks to Jack Gould for the following link describing a method for drying green wood through immersion in alcohol:   The site is 
http://www.woodcentral.com/cgi-bin/readarticle.pl?dir=turning&file=articles_473.shtml.  Please note that you immerse the wood, not the 
turner. 
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During his demonstration, Phil Colson mentioned that he gets a lot of good turning wood from Mark Sillay in Atlanta.  Mark’'s phone 
number is 404 556-1736.  Thanks to Phil for this information. 
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Thanks to Nick Leoncavallo for passing on the following page with links to a large variety of information sources including a wood toxicity 
table.  http://www.cs.rochester.edu/u/roche/wood.html.   I found a couple of links that no longer work, but most of what I clicked went 
where it was supposed to go. 
 

The del Mano gallery is the premier turning galleryhttp://www.delmano.com/2004/Current_Exhibitions/current_exhibitions.html .  
Thanks to Richard Preston for this link. 

�����
���
��&�������

Nick Cook has been a regular demonstrator for our club for some time now.  Let’s impress Nick with a great Instant Gallery at the May 
Meeting. 

$���
�� ��������
��
 

We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.   
 

June 4   -  Tom Crabb 
July 9  -  Alan Leland 
August 13 – Dave Hout 

 

Note that the meetings in both July and August will be the second Saturday.  Mark your calendar now! 
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·   The Palmetto Woodturners exhibition continues through the end of April at the main branch of the Lexington County Library, 5440 
Augusta Highway (US 1)...  Response from the public has been very positive.  The participating members can claim their exhibition 
pieces at the May meeting. 

 

·  The Southern States Woodturning Symposium is scheduled for April 29 through May 1, 2005 at the Georgia Mountains 
Conference Center in Gainesville, Georgia.  Featured demonstrators will include: Stuart Batty, from Great Britain, Todd Hoyer, and 
Hayley Smith of Bisbee Arizona and Lee Carter of Fort Collins, Colorado. 

 

The symposium will feature five simultaneous rotations--a total of 40 demonstrations-- along with an instant gallery, Saturday evening 
dinner and auction, and a trade show and sale. 

 

For the second year in a row, the Southern States Board has agreed to award 10 full woodturning scholarships to the John C. 
Campbell Folk School at Brasstown, NC. For more info: See the website at www.southernstates.org. 

 

·  Mann Tool & Supply will hold its Contractor Show on Thursday, May 26th. 10% off all tools and equipment (excluding Festool). This 
will be the last sale until October. 

 

·  The 19th annual National AAW Symposium will be held from July 22-24 in Overland Park, Kansas.  The theme for this year’s 
Symposium is “return to the Land of Oz.”  Based on photos posted on the World of Woodturners website, the gallery will be 
something to behold.  See the AAW website, www.woodturner.org for registration and other information. 
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Beginners and more experienced turners need look no further than our own membership to find individuals who are willing to share 
their skills through mentoring or private/group instruction.   
 

·  Jack Gould offers mentoring to club members.  He would prefer to assist woodturners, new to the craft,  that need help with the 
fundamentals of turning.  Some of the subjects that can be covered are safety, wood acquisition and handling, recommended 
tools, elementary tool sharpening, the basics of rough-turning of green wood, bowl turning tips, chucking methods, use of "super 
glues", and basic finishing  procedures. 

 

The goal of this mentoring would be to bring the new turner up to speed on some of the basics, build confidence, and establish 
skills that  they could improve through more advanced instruction. 

 

Mentoring can be offered during the day or in the evening considering his retired status.  Call Jack at 803-359-3438 or email him 
at rgould@sc.rr.com.  
 

Jack’s turning skills are on display in almost every Palmetto Woodturners Instant Gallery.  He’s an excellent teacher and very 
generous with his time and talent. 

 

·  Tom Harvard (AKA The Harvard School of Woodturning) will be available for beginning or intermediate woodturning lessons 
starting in June.  He will need two students at a time and the cost is $75.00 per day per person.  The rate for individual lessons is 
$150 per day.   

 

Lessons will go from 9:00 to 4:00 and will cover whatever the student would like to learn. Frequency of lessons or days of the 
week for lessons are flexible. Tom suggests a three day course for a good foundation in basic bowl turning.  Call Tom at 803-
735-7917 or e-mail at tharvard@sc.rr.com 

 

Three of Tom’s bowls were selected for the 500 Wood Bowls book published last year.  His former students within the club have 
rated his instruction highly. 
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Members are encouraged to rate each demonstrator and his/her demonstration using the form attached at the end of this newsletter.  
Simply complete the form and send it to Ben Pendarvis or bring it to the next meeting.  Ben and future Program Chairmen can use our 
feedback as input to future program/demonstrator selections. Several demonstrators have asked for our reactions to their programs and 
each will receive a summary of our comments from Ben. 
 

You may also complete the form for other recent demonstrations.  
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    

Vice President,  
       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   

Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 

Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  

Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   

Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    

Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  

Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpje6912@yahoo.com  

Southern States  
Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 

Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris 
Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first 
light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the McDonalds) onto 
Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the monthly 
Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners  
 

Program Critique  
 
 

Demonstrator:________________                                                                           Date: _______________  
 
 

Please Rate the Following:   5 = Strongly Agree - Strongly Disagree = 1   
 

1. Program content is relevant to my expectations  5  4  3  2  1 
 
2. Demonstrator demonstrated thorough knowledge of subject  5  4  3  2  1 
 
3. Program was balanced with demonstration & discussion  5  4  3  2  1 
 

 5 = excellent 4 = good 3 = average 2 = fair 1 = 
poor  
 

4. Presentation  5  4  3  2  1 
 

5. Effectiveness of learning aids (AV materials, handouts, etc.)  5  4  3  2  1 
 

6. Facility  5  4  3  2  1 
 

7. Is program time convenient?  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  
 
8. Is program length sufficient  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  

 
 5 = Very Satisfied - Not Satisfied  =1  
 

9. Please rate the overall value to you  5  4  3  2  1 
 

10. Were the objectives met?  

a) Material selection & mounting  YES  NO 

b) Technique demonstration clear & adequate  YES  NO 

c) Tool selection discussed  YES  NO 

d) Finish technique discussed (if not demonstrated)  YES  NO 
 
Please use the space below to make comments about the program or suggestions for future programs.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name _______________________________ E-mail _______________________________________  
 
Address _____________________________ City/State/Zip Code ____________________________  
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
�

 


