
1 

�

���������	��
���
���
��

TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg  
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I hope everyone enjoyed Loren Babb’s turning demonstration on February 5th. I was particularly interested in seeing him 
use the McNaughton center-saver system. From his demonstration, I realized that plenty of motor strength is needed, as 
Loren stalled our Powermatic several times. Many thanks to Loren Babb for an interesting and enjoyable presentation, 
and of course to Gary Dickey for his careful and thoughtful interpretation of Mr. Babb’s Newfoundlandese. 
 

Please join me in welcoming Nick Gore and Tim Taylor to the Advisory Committee.  Nick has graciously agreed to become 
our club Librarian and Tim has agreed to serve as Webmaster.  
 

I call your attention to our March 5th demonstrator, Clive Brooks who is the Product Manager of Robert Sorby. You will 
remember that the Robert Sorby line of turning tools is the brand that Ronny Mann carries. So if you have any questions 
about the Robert Sorby tool line, this will be an excellent time to bring them up so everyone can learn from them. 
 

One of the things that Loren Babb mentioned during his demonstration really hit home for me. That was, “make sure your 
tools are sharp”. While we all know the importance of using sharp tools, but do we sharpen properly and often enough? So 
this month I thought I’d share a few thoughts on this edgy subject. 
 

Perhaps sharpening is the number one problem most beginning woodturners encounter. I can recall my first experience 
with turning at a school shop; the tools were so dull that turning a chilled stick of butter would have been a challenge, and 
unfortunately, no one knew how to correct the situation. 
 

While I could fill several pages with thoughts and suggestions regarding sharpening, I will describe what I use to sharpen 
my tools and make a couple of broad suggestions that you may find helpful. 
 

I use an 8-inch electric bench grinder equipped with friable white aluminum oxide wheels from Packard Woodworks. One 
is 60 grit and the other is 100 grit, and according to Brad Packard, Norton manufacturing makes them for him. As you may 
know, most bench grinders turn at either 3600 or 1800 rpm. So I looked high and low to find the slowest grinder I could 
find. I finally found an 1120 rpm grinder (38% slower than a so called slow-speed 1800 rpm grinder) that’s made for Garret 
Wade Tools. The grinder is made in Taiwan, but has excellent fit and finish, and an attention to detail that I don’t see on 
similar grinders. The grinder’s slow speed helps minimize heat build-up while providing plenty of torque for grinding the 
biggest tools. 
 

You may be interested to know that Latrobe Steel, a steel supplier for various tool steels, has posted this caution: 
“Improper grinding techniques can affect the performance of high speed steel tools not only by the formation of grinding 
cracks and eventually breakage, but also by the development of a softened surface zone. In many cases the visual 
appearance of this softened zone is deceptive since the amount of visible burning often appears very slight, yet the 
microscopic effect can be shown to progress a considerable distance below the surface with consequent deleterious 
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results on tool performance. This fact is particularly important to keep in mind when subsequent grinding/polishing 
operations remove the visible burn color by a very shallow grinding pass.” 
 

In addition to my slow-speed grinder, I use the OneWay Wolverine sharpening system for spindle gouges and skew 
chisels and attach a “Geiger Solution” attachment along with a Packard side grinding jig to achieve my favorite swept back 
grind on bowl gouges. 
 

Here are few tips for sharp edges while reducing heat build-up: 
 

·  use a slow speed grinder 
·  use a jig to obtain correct and repeatable geometry 
·  use friable white aluminum oxide wheels 
·  use minimal pressure during grinding 
·  remove the tool frequently from the wheel, but don’t quench 
·  follow the adage, “Don’t grind the tool, dress the bevel” 
·  dress the bevel often, don’t wait for the tool to dull: 
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The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 5 at Mann Tool and Supply.  Our demonstrator for 
March will be Clive Brooks, the Product Manager for Robert Sorby.  A keen woodturner, he was a founder member of the 
Glossop Woodturners Club and remains an active member.  Clive has demonstrated in Germany, Holland, Belgium, 
Norway, Finland, Canada, the USA, Australia and New Zealand. 
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The Palmetto Woodturners will display their artistry at the Lexington County Public Library throughout the month of April.  
All members are encouraged to submit pieces for the exhibition at the March meeting.  Submissions will be juried by Bob 
Lyon, Tom Harvard, and our March demonstrator Clive Brooks.   Please complete the exhibition data slip included with 
this newsletter.   
 

Members may submit more than one turning to be juried.  If the number of pieces selected for exhibit exceeds the space 
available, the exhibit will be refreshed in mid-April to permit display of all selected turnings. 
 

The Lexington County Public Library cannot sell pieces from the exhibition; however, each piece will be displayed with a 
tent card with the artist’s name and phone number. 
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Lorne Babb’s demonstration of the art of turning square bowls was straightforward, thorough 
and enjoyable.   While some members may not have the tools necessary to follow Lorne’s 
example of coring a second blank, he left us with the impression that his techniques were 
within the grasp of many of our members   
 

Lorne started with a square top blank mounted to a faceplate.  While the blank could also be 
mounted using a screw chuck or even a drive center, he felt that the additional support of 
the faceplate was preferable.   

 

After turning the exterior shape of the bowl and a spigot for mounting the blank in his chuck, he reversed the blank on the 
lathe and turned the wings at the corners down to approximate final thickness.  Lorne then used a coring tool to remove a 
bowl blank for future use, noting that he paid for the whole log and wants to get as much out of it as possible.  He then 
finished the square bowl. 
 

If you missed Lorne’s tip about turning the gouge, check out the tape from the library.   
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Leslie Bradshaw Leslie Bradshaw Leslie Bradshaw Sam Brasher 
 Maple Ancient Cypress Spalted Pecan 
 Tung Oil Minwax Antique Oil Lacquer, Krylon 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sam Brasher Jim Brewton Gary DIckey Jack Gould 
Ambrosia Maple Walnut, Maple Maple, Cocobolo Red Oak 
Danish Oil, Briwax Salad Bowl Finish Friction Polish Friction Polish, Briwax 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Harrell Steve Harrell Will Jeffords Will Jeffords 
Box Elder Maple, Ash Koa Pecan 
Watco, Behlens, Briwax Watco, Behlens, Briwax Mylands Friction Polish Mylands Friction Polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chuck Klemme Bob Lyon Ben Pendarvis Michael Rabkin 
Spalted Maple, Walnut Sycamore Walnut Oak, Pine 
Danish Oil Poly Oil, Carnuba Oil Oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcia Roof Jim Rozelle Bill Simpson Gerald Starnes 
Poly River Oak Chinaberry Maple 
 Urethane Lacquer  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Doug Warren Doug Warren Doug Warren 
Poplar Walnut, Cast Acrylic Cherry 
Tung Oil CA, None CA 
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Welcome to our newest members: 
 

Gene Corley Clancy Courtney 
1009 Byron Road 4122 Timberlane Drive 
Columbia, SC 29209 Columbia, SC 29205 
H - 803-776-3869 H - 803-787-7659 
 W - 803-254-9211 
 ccourtney@scpowerteam.com 
 

Harry K. McMillan 
2149 Rolling Hills Road 
Ridgeway, SC 29130 
 

1829 Senate Street, Unit 11-C 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 

H - 803-256-1360 
W - 803-337-2600 

 

Also, welcome back Greg: 
 

Greg Gerstner 
1402 Hagood Avenue 
Columbia, SC 29205 
H - 803-931-0996 
W - 803-319-6889 
ggerstner@earthlink.net 
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The 55 gallon drum of Green Wood Sealer has arrived and all we need at the March meeting are the folks that signed up 
for the sealer with their gallon jugs to haul it off.  

Because of the high interest in obtaining the sealer, some of the members that requested over three (3) gallons may have 
to have their request reduced. I will contact those individuals personally to let them know how much sealer they can 
obtain. Cost per gallon will be $7.00, and should be paid for by check payable to the club.. 

As a final reminder, bring some gallon jugs (screw top preferred) for your sealer, and your personal check.  

Thanks to Jack Gould for his efforts to research and arrange delivery.  Thanks also to Mann Tools for accepting the 
delivery and allowing the club to store the drum until the March meeting. 
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Thanks to Jack Gould for spying an interesting article on drying green wood by soaking it in alcohol.  Certain members should 
remember that it’s the wood you soak, not the turner.  For a complete write-up, go to �����������	
��
�������� � 

���$�+������
 

Palmetto Woodturners shirts will be available at the March meeting for those who ordered them.  Please bring a check 
payable to the club for your purchase.  Thanks to Enoch Harding for getting them made so quickly. 

�������
���
��)�����&�

Ever if you don’t wish to participate in the library exhibit, bring a turning, tool, or jig for the Instant Gallery table in March.  Be 
sure to complete one of the ID slips on the last page of the newsletter.  We’ll be sure to instruct the critic to critique only those 
items marked with the blue Please Critique slips. 



5 

����
��,��������
��
 

We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.   
 

Apr. 2nd - TBA 
May 7th - Nick Cook. 

 

Mark your calendar now! 
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·  Mann Tool will hold its Woodworking Show on Mar. 11-12.  Discounts of 10% off catalog prices will be available and 
Mann will host free 1-hr seminars by Mark Barr on the 12th. (Times and topics not yet firm).  

 

·  The Southern States Woodturning Symposium is scheduled for April 29 through May 1, 2005 at the Georgia Mountains 
Conference Center in Gainesville, Georgia.  Featured demonstrators will include: Stuart Batty, from Great Britain, Todd 
Hoyer, and Hayley Smith of Bisbee Arizona and Lee Carter of Fort Collins, Colorado. 

 

The symposium will feature five simultaneous rotations--a total of 40 demonstrations-- along with an instant gallery, 
Saturday evening dinner and auction, and a trade show and sale. 

 

For the second year in a row, the Southern States Board has agreed to award 10 full woodturning scholarships to the 
John C. Campbell Folk School at Brasstown, NC. For more info: See the website at www.southernstates.org. 
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Vic Wood designed Woodfast vacuum chuck. 11" aluminum plate with foam face for reverse turning of bowls and platters.  
Owners manual. Powered by shop vac. All connections are on spindle side of headstock, so a hollow spindle is not 
necessary. 1 1/4X8 spindle size. $75 Similar item can be seen in Craft Supplies catalog, page 42 of the 2004/2005 Fall 
Issue for $150. Richard Preston, Aiken, 803-643-0012 rpturner@aol.com 
 

Delta Contractor's Saw, 30" Unifence, mobile base, dado blades and insert, Delta sliding table (for cutting panels) and 
accessories. Excellent condition. Used very little. $475 or best offer. John Wates (803) 469-0509. 
 

John Wates also wanted to thank the members who took some of his green hickory. 
 

John Barnes has a Reliant 1 hp dust collector for sale for $90. It is the same as the basic Jet unit.  Call (227-7356) or email 
(jbarnes@wesleycommons.org).  
 

John is also still looking for some cherry logs suitable for natural edge bowl blanks.  Anyone know where I can get some green 
cherry?  I will pay a reasonable price for good stuff. John Barnes. (227-7356) (jbarnes@wesleycommons.org) 
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Thanks to Jack Gould for spying an interesting article on drying green wood by soaking it in alcohol.  Certain members should 
remember that it’s the wood you soak, not the turner.  For a complete write-up, go to �����������	
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Beginning with March, members can rate each demonstrator and his/her demonstration using the form attached at the end of 
this newsletter.  Simply complete the form and send it to Ben Pendarvis or bring it to the next meeting.  Ben and future 
Program Chairmen can use our feedback as input to future program/demonstrator selections. Several demonstrators have 
asked for our reactions to their programs and each will receive a summary of our comments from Ben. 
 

You may also complete the form for other recent demonstrations.  
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    

Vice President,  
       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   

Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 

Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  

Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   

Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    

Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  

Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpje6912@yahoo.com  

Southern States  
Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 

Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, 
SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn 
Right at first light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the 
McDonalds) onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the 
monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners  
 

Program Critique  
 
 

Demonstrator:________________                                                                           Date: _______________  
 
 

Please Rate the Following:   5 = Strongly Agree - Strongly Disagree = 1   
 

1. Program content is relevant to my expectations  5  4  3  2  1 
 
2. Demonstrator demonstrated thorough knowledge of subject  5  4  3  2  1 
 
3. Program was balanced with demonstration & discussion  5  4  3  2  1 
 

 5 = excellent 4 = good 3 = average 2 = fair 1 = 
poor  
 

4. Presentation  5  4  3  2  1 
 

5. Effectiveness of learning aids (AV materials, handouts, etc.)  5  4  3  2  1 
 

6. Facility  5  4  3  2  1 
 

7. Is program time convenient?  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  
 
8. Is program length sufficient  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  

 
 5 = Very Satisfied - Not Satisfied  =1  
 

9. Please rate the overall value to you  5  4  3  2  1 
 

10. Were the objectives met?  

a) Material selection & mounting  YES  NO 

b) Technique demonstration clear & adequate  YES  NO 

c) Tool selection discussed  YES  NO 

d) Finish technique discussed (if not demonstrated)  YES  NO 
 
Please use the space below to make comments about the program or suggestions for future programs.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name _______________________________ E-mail _______________________________________  
 
Address _____________________________ City/State/Zip Code ____________________________  
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
	

 


