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TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg  
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My thanks to Jim Talley for an engaging and lively demonstration on January 8th. I’m sure everyone went home with 
some good information and plenty of Jim’s antidotes. Of course, don’t forget that Lorne Babb will be our February 
demonstrator. If you haven’t seen Lorne turn, you’re in for a treat. He is an excellent turner who is very good at sharing his 
technique and knowledge. I hope we will have a “full-house” on February 5th. 
 

We are still looking for someone to fill the position of club librarian. This is not a stressful or time-consuming position, so if 
you have interest in seeing the club grow and prosper, we can use you as our librarian. You will also be interested to hear 
that the Executive Committee has voted to spend $50 a month in addition to the collected library fees, to purchase new 
materials for the library. Please consider volunteering to be our librarian. 
 

As I reported last month on my recent purchase of a Kelton Hollowing Gate, I thought I’d follow up and report on what I 
have been using to hollow various forms. 
 

As you might assume, I have been using the traditional bowl gouge for small to medium forms and bowls. My personal 
favorite has been the Ellsworth bowl gouge made by Crown Tools (another version is made by Henry Taylor). I like the 
geometry of the Crown tool as it takes my modified Ellsworth, swept-back grind very well (I use a “Geiger Solution” jig on 
the Wolverine System along with a Packard side grinding jig to achieve my grind, but that’s for another newsletter). I prefer 
the M2 steel for finishing cuts as I feel it takes a sharper edge than some of the particle steel gouges. However, I do use a 
Crown Pro-PM bowl gouge for roughing cuts as the edge does last longer. I have taken my Ellsworth gouge out of its 
original wooden handle and am using it in a Trent Bosch aluminum handle filled with sand and lead shot. As a money 
saving alternative to the “Ellsworth Gouge”, I suggest you look at the standard Crown M2 bowl gouge, which seems to 
have a similar geometry to the Ellsworth gouge, and reshape the grind to suit your needs. Additionally, I have been using 
a Don Pencil arm brace to hold various hollowing tools and scrapers. 
 

For deep hollow forms I have been using the Lyle Jamieson hollowing system. I purchased my system directly from Lyle at 
his workshop at Arrowmont, but it is available from Craft Supplies, Packard Woodworks, and Lyle’s website. As you may 
know, this restrained handle system was one of the first commercially available torsionally restrained systems on the 
market. Two boring bars are available, a 3/4-inch and a 1 1/8 inch diameter. Both bars fit the Jamieson handle, which I 
have been using with the optional steel secondary support. The tips have all the advantages and disadvantages of typical 
scraping tools. My system is equipped with the optional laser guidance attachment, and when properly used, is very 
effective. Jamieson provides very good information on the use of his system on his website and video. Another plus, is 
that his handle will accept a variety of 3/4 inch tools such as the ones offered by Don Pencil, John Jordan and others. 
 

You can get more information on these hollowing systems from: www.lylejamieson.com, www.woodturnerscatalog.com 
and www.packardwoodworks.com. 
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Jim Talley provided a wide ranging demonstratrion to the club at the January meeting.  
Starting with what amounted to scrap branch wood, he turned natural edge mushrooms.  
Jim told us that he often turns mushrooms to hone his skills when the creative juices just 
aren’t flowing.   
 

Following the intermission, Jim provided excellent critique of several pieces on the Instant 
Gallery table, with emphasis on consistency of wall thickness and balance in form and 
detail in the finished object. 

 

Jim finished with a captive ring goblet demonstration punctuated by his story of a turner who completed a goblet with 57 
captive rings for his anniversary – one for each year of his marriage. 
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Back by popular demand from Newfoundland by way of Ontario, Lorne Babb demonstrate the art 
of turning square bowls on a round lathe at the February 5 meeting of the Palmetto Woodturners at 
9 a.m. at Mann Tool & Supply.  
 

As was the case last year, Gary Dickey will translate the demo from Newfoundlandese into 
Southern, having mastered the language while stationed in Newfoundland during its war with 
Iceland over disputed territorial borders. 
 

"I've been trying for several years to get Lorne to divulge the secret of turning square bowls on a 
round lathe and he finally agreed to do it provided that our club keeps this closely guarded 
Newfoundlandic turning secret just among ourselves," Dickey said. 

 

Lorne turned his first bowl more than 40 years ago, but it was the late 1980's before he became seriously interested in 
woodturning. Lorne is mostly self-taught; however, he has attended workshops/seminars on woodturning and attended 
various art classes that have helped him to refine design ideas and skills. 
 

In 1993, he decided he would have to sell his woodturnings and joined the Newfoundland and Labrador Craft Development 
Association thus embarking on a new career as a woodturner. This second career became full-time in early 1996.  
 

From the local forests comes native birch and juniper (Eastern Larch) which become functional pieces like salad bowls. 
When turning functional pieces, Lorne doesn't look to impose a shape, but to uncover one that reflects and interacts with 
the natural fractal harmony between heartwood and sapwood. 
 

Burls obtained throughout the Maritimes, in which he finds unusual color or grain, are turned into sculptural pieces. The 
use of natural color, grain, and voids in these burls, while still achieving an artistic design through balanced proportion and 
delicate shape, is Lorne's biggest challenge. To this end, Lorne feels that an attractive design is more important than size. 
These same qualities in wood will dictate that each piece is unique though it may have similar shape and size to others. 
Altered shapes, carvings, and the use of bark and voids also provide him with an artistic freedom of expression and he is 
constantly looking for wood that he visualizes would lead to a pleasing or unusual design. Sometimes, Lorne will have a 
particular piece of wood in his studio 2-3 years before they come to terms with each other. At other times, the process is 
much more immediate. Either way, one must always be aware of hidden nuances along the way 
Pens, pencils and jewelry are turned from exotic woods obtained around the world.  
 

The majority of his designs are simple forms that seek to compliment and accentuate Nature's inherent beauty through 
objects that have a strong tactile and aesthetic appeal, though lately he has begun to experiment with added elements 
(carving, color, bleaching and texturization). 
 

He creates his pieces at his studio in Greely, Ontario, Canada. He is a juried member of the Nova Scotia Designer Craft 
Council, a member of the Ontario Craft Council, Alberta Craft Council, American Association of Woodturners and past 
president of the Avalon Woodturners Guild.  
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Leslie Bradshaw Leslie Bradshaw Sam Brasher Jim Brewton 
Various woods Oak Burl Mahogany Pear 
  Lacquer, Krylon Crystal Coat Waterlox 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Brewton Jack Gould Steve Harrell Steve Harrell 
Magnolia Yellow Poplar Magnolia & Walnut Maple Burl & Walnut 
Behlens Salad Bowl Finish Minwax Antique Oil, Bealle System Watco, Behlen, Briwax Watco, CA, Briwax 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Harrell Pat Paxton Pat Paxton Ben Pendarvis 
Magnolia Laminated Cherry & Walnut Exotic Woods, Acrylic, & Stone Magnolia 
Watco, Behlens, Briwax Mylands, Buffing Wax CA, Mylands Linseed Oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben Pendarvis Richard Preston Gerald Starnes Joey Vann 
Cherry Dogwood Padauk Bradford Pear 
Linseed Oil Lacquer Deft Oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Joey Vann Lauren Vann James Whaley James Whaley 
Bradford Pear Bradford Pear Box Elder Box Elder 
Lacquer Lacquer Deft Deft 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Robert Whaley 
Cherry 
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The January Instant Gallery undoubtedly reflected our members’ contributions to Santa’s big bag during December.  Bring a 
turning, tool, or jig for the Instant Gallery table in February.  Be sure to complete one of the ID slips on the last page of the 
newsletter.  We’ll be sure to instruct the critic to critique only those items marked with the blue Please Critique slips. 
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The Lexington County Public Library will provide two display cases for Palmetto Woodturners members to display their skills 
and artistry in exhibition throughout the month of April.  The Lexington County Public Library cannot sell pieces from the 
exhibition; however, each piece will be displayed with a tent card with the artist’s name and phone number. 

The March Newsletter will include a special slip for submitting pieces for the exhibit.  Submissions will be juried by Bob Lyon, 
Tom Harvard, and our March demonstrator Peter Gill.  Steve Harrell will work out the logistics details with the library. 

Now is the time to start sharpening those tools and selecting that special blank. 
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Gary Maiden from Richmond, Kentucky, was the lucky winner of a Delta lathe in the AAW random drawing from new and 
renewing members.  His chapter is Louisville Area Woodturners. They had written a grant to help them purchase a lathe for 
the chapter. Now both Gary and his chapter have one.  

This is a reminder that our club is most fortunate to have the support of Mann Tool.  In case you didn’t know, Mann provides 
our meeting room and demo lathe and promotes the Palmetto Woodturners in every sales flyer.  Mann also offers club 
members a 10% discount on supplies.   
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Welcome to our newest members: 
 

Chuck Klemme Steve Slater 
2147 Rolling Hills Road 609 East Springs Road   
Ridgeway, SC 29130 Columbia, SC 29223 
cklemme@chestertel.com c609@aol.com 
H - 803-337-8524 H - 803-865-9575 
 W - 803-865-9116    
David Connelly 
240 Misty Oaks Court 
Lexington, SC 29072 
dconnel2@csc.com  
H - 803-957-1517 
W - 803-333-6563 
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Enoch Harding will order Palmetto Woodturners logo t-shirts for us.  He got so much positive reaction to his own long 
sleeve logo shirt that he has arranged to offer both long and short sleeve shirts.  An order form is attached at the end of 
this newsletter.  Bring your completed form to the February meeting. 
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Jack Gould has located a low cost source of green wood sealer.  By purchasing in bulk, we can get a delivered cost of 
$6.00 to $8.00 per gallon (versus $16.00 plus shipping from Craft Supplies).  An order form is attached at the end of the 
newsletter.  Jack will order an appropriate amount based on commitments received at the February meeting. 
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We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.   
 

Mar. 5th - Peter Gill (CEO of Robert Sorby) 
Apr. 2nd - TBA 
May 7th - Nick Cook. 

 

Mark your calendar now! 
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• TRIENNIAL 2004 will continue at the South Carolina State Museum through February 8, featuring the work of our own 
Robert Lyon and 28 other artists. 

• Mann Tool will hold its Woodworking Show on Mar. 11-12.  Discounts of 10% off equipment will be available and 
Mann will host free 1-hr seminars by Mark Barr on the 12th. (Times and topics not yet firm).  

 

• The Southern States Woodturning Symposium is scheduled for April 29 through May 1, 2005 at the Georgia Mountains 
Conference Center in Gainesville, Georgia.  Featured demonstrators will include: Stuart Batty, from Great Britain, Todd 
Hoyer, and Hayley Smith of Bisbee Arizona and Lee Carter of Fort Collins, Colorado. 

 

The symposium will feature five simultaneous rotations--a total of 40 demonstrations-- along with an instant gallery, 
Saturday evening dinner and auction, and a trade show and sale. 

 

For the second year in a row, the Southern States Board has agreed to award 10 full woodturning scholarships to the 
John C. Campbell Folk School at Brasstown, NC 

For more info: See the website at www.southernstates.org. 
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Vic Wood designed Woodfast vacuum chuck. 11" aluminum plate with foam face for reverse turning of bowls and platters.  
Owners manual. Powered by shop vac. All connections are on spindle side of headstock, so a hollow spindle is not 
necessary. 1 1/4X8 spindle size. $75 Similar item can be seen in Craft Supplies catalog, page 42 of the 2004/2005 Fall 
Issue for $150. Richard Preston, Aiken, 803-643-0012 rpturner@aol.com 
 

Delta Contractor's Saw, 30" Unifence, mobile base, dado blades and insert, Delta sliding table (for cutting panels) and 
accessories. Excellent condition. Used very little. $500 or best offer. John Wates (803) 469-0509. 
 

John Wates is planning to take down some hickory trees on his property in the near future. John has generously offered 
the membership an opportunity to take some of the hickory for turning. If you are interested, contact John at 
jwates@sc.rr.com. 
 

Since we have installed a central Oneida system in our shop we have two 2 hp Reliant collectors we do not need.  They have 
had very little use.  Any interest call/ email John Barnes. (227-7356) (jbarnes@wesleycommons.org).  
 

I have a customer who is interested in having me make some natural edge cherry bowls, but I have used up my supply of 
cherry logs.  Anyone know where I can get some green cherry?  I will pay a reasonable price for good stuff. John Barnes. 
(227-7356) (jbarnes@wesleycommons.org) 
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    
Vice President,  

       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   
Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 
Librarian Vacant  
Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   
Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    
Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  
Southern States  

Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 
Advisory Committee Members   
  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 

 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, 
SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn 
Right at first light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the 
McDonalds) onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the 
monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece   Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)  (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
 
    

 

Palmetto Woodturners 
T Shirt Order Blank 

 

Color Navy, Long Sleeve, 100% Cotton without pocket 
 
 Small Medium Large X Large XX Large XXX Large 
 

Price 
 

$21.00 $21.00 $21.00 $21.00 $23.00 $25.00 
 

Quantity 
 

      

 

Color Navy, Short Sleeve, 100% Cotton without pocket 
 

 Small Medium Large X Large XX Large XXX Large 
 

Price 
 

$18.00 $18.00 $18.00 $18.00 $20.00 $22.00 
 

Quantity 
 

      

Members Name   Phone Number   
 
    

 

Palmetto Woodturners 
Green Wood Sealer Order Blank 

 

Members Name   Phone Number   

Number of Gallons   


