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We are saddened by the passing of Willard Baxter.  Willard was our first demonstrator when 
the Palmetto Woodturners club was formed.  His demonstration piece was the gavel that has 
been passed from past President to incoming President as the leadership of our club has 
changed over the years. 
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The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 am on August 7 at Mann Tool and Supply in West 
Columbia.  Our demonstrator for our August 7th meeting will be Wes Jones from Atlanta, 
Georgia. Wes has been an amateur woodworker all his life and a serious woodturner for about 
8 years. He is a mechanical engineer and worked 31 years in the communications industry 
designing fiber optic apparatus. He is now a full-time woodturning artist and sells his bowls, 
vases, and hollow forms privately and through galleries in Ga. Wes is a member of the AAW 
and is active in 3 AAW chapters in Ga. He is currently the president of the Georgia Association 
of Woodturners. Wes will be teaching a mini lathe woodturning class at John C Campbell Folk 
School later this year. 
 

His demonstration for our chapter will concentrate on vacuum chuck systems. He will explain 
why you would want to use one, how to use one, and how to make one.  In addition, he will 
demonstrate finishing the bottom of a bowl using a vacuum chuck system. 
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Nick Cook has become a regular demonstrator for our 
club and his return in June was most welcome.    
 

Once again, Nick showed that he is equally adept at 
trading quips with his audience and making chips on 
the lathe. 

 

His demonstration piece was a pepper mill and he brought the finished 
piece shown at right for the Instant Gallery.  Nick recommends selecting a 
mechanism before starting the turning.  He prefers the Chefs Specialties 
which is available from Packard Woodworks and Crafts Supplies.   
 

 



2 

Nick made the drilling required for the mechanism seem a lot simpler than is probably the case 
and, as usual, made the turning and finishing look deceptively easy.   
 

If you missed the demonstration, look for a copy of his article from the American Woodturner 
on his web site at http://nickcookwoodturner.com/articles-peppermill.pdf . 
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There have been a lot of changes happening in the AAW this year and more on the way. One 
significant change is our move of the home office in Shoreview to the Landmark Center in 
down town St. Paul. Many of you may remember the “Put a Lid on It” show that was held at the 
Landmark Center, in conjunction with the Minneapolis Symposium. This wonderful facility 
housed the Minnesota Museum of American Art. Our new headquarters will now enjoy gallery 
area for our permanent collection, as well as room for future workshop facilities. This much 
needed move is being accomplished prudently using our Non Profit Status in co-operation with 
the city of St. Paul. Our phone number will remain the same, but our new address will be  

 
222 Landmark Center 
75 West Fifth Street 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
 

This years turning exhibition” Sea to Odyssey” will travel from the Orlando Symposium site to 
our new facility and be on exhibition until Jan 1st. If you’re in the Minneapolis area, please stop 
by.  
 
There have also been significant change in our web site recently, the latest being our photo 
forum. Anyone can now access and register for the new photo forum through the AAW 
homepage www.woodturner.org.  There you can post any turning related images. This site is 
sure to inspire anyone interested in turning and we invite all turners to post. I highly 
recommend both the Text Message Forum and the Photo Forum as resources for turning 
information. 
 
Please remember the AAW home office has Non Profit information packets available for “your 
chapter”, if you are considering 5013c status. 
 
The fall issue of The American Woodturner will be full color. 
 
You will also notice this issue poly wrapped, as it will include your 2005 membership renewal 
application, and the upcoming election and bylaw ballot. . This will replace the separate 
mailers we have sent out in the past. Please remind your members to fill out and return. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank the chapters and their members for your continued interest and 
support, sharing your knowledge of turning within your community and beyond. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Phil Brennion 
 
AAW President 
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Sam Brasher Sam Brasher Jim Brewton Gary Dickey 
Pecan Manzanita Root Poplar Big Leaf Maple, Rosewood 
Lacquer Lacquer Watco, Waterlox Spar Varnish 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Jack Gould Enoch Harding Steve Harrell Tom Harvard 
Eastern Red Cedar Maple Magnolia, Rosewood  
Antique Oil, Beale System Deft, Beale System Watco, Mylands  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tom Harvard Tom Harvard Tom Harvard Tom Harvard 
     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Tom Harvard  Robert Lyon Robert Lyon Robert Lyon 
 Pecan American Beech American Beech 
 Oil Oil, Carnuba Wax Tung Oil  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob McCullough Ben Pendarvis Ben Pendarvis Ben Pendarvis 
Bradford Pear Walnut Walnut Walnut 
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Ben Pendarvis John Porter Richard Preston Richard Preston 
Pecan Oak White Oak Dogwood 
 Briwax Krylon Shellac 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Rhoden Tom Rhoden Tom Rhoden Bill Simpson 
    Oak 
    Deft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Simpson Bill Simpson Gerald Starnes Charles Watson 
Mulberry Unknown Wood Spalted Maple, Mahogany, Big Leaf Maple Burl 
Deft Deft Padauk, Ebony Urethane Oil 
  Shellawax 
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Our June Instant Gallery was probably the largest we have seen.  Thanks to each contributor, 
it was pretty impressive. .  Don’t forget to bring a turning or jig to the August meeting.  If you 
have a problem piece, take advantage of our membership’s expertise and patience to help you 
find a solution. 
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If all goes well, Jack Gould will have a moderate quantity of cherry (11-12") that is being held 
by a contact that was given to him by chapter member Pat Decoursey. (Thanks Pat)! There are 
apparently about 12 bolts of 3 ft.+ long cherry, and Jack plans to deposit them at Mann Tool 
prior to the Aug. 7th meeting..  He will bring a chain saw to cut the longer pieces so that more 
members can benefit from this donated wood.  Way to go Jack and Pat! 
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Gerald Starnes is looking for plans or drawings for a traditional set of chess pieces.  If anyone 
can help, please see Gerald at the August meeting. 
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The following article appeared in the Orangeburg Times & Democrat on June 30, 2004.  
 

Wood Man: Elloree man transforms hardwoods into art  
 

By SHIRLEY UPTON, T&D Elloree Correspondent 
 

ELLOREE -- Nestled in the wooded outskirts of the quiet country town of Elloree is the home 
and workshop of talented woodturner Sam Brasher. Here, raw pieces of local hardwoods like 
cherry, magnolia, hickory, oak, cedar, dogwood, Bradford pear and cypress are transformed into 
unique bowls, vases, candleholders and bottle stoppers. Each piece is a labor of love for the 
artist. 
 

A native of Birmingham, Ala., Brasher is a graduate of the University of Alabama and is retired 
from the roofing and building materials industry. His wife, Pat, an artist and quilter, is talented in 
her own right, and their home decor is complemented with furniture and accessories made by 
the couple. A reproduction of an antique pie safe in their kitchen was made by Brasher, and its 
tin ornamentation was designed by his wife. 
 

The Brashers have three grown sons: Russ of Charlotte, who is in the computer software 
business; Rich of San Diego, a civil engineer; and Chris of Atlanta, who is the assistant attorney 
general of the state of Georgia and also works with wood. 
 

Brasher's love of wood began with a woodturning course in high school. 

"I have been working with wood most of my adult life," he said. 
 

Brasher took a course at Arrowmont Arts & Crafts School in Gatlinburg, Tenn., where he 
learned to make hollow forms. Most of his work is done with hand tools. The woodturner 
explained his preference for woodturning rather than woodworking. 
 

"I prefer woodturning because I can see the results of my efforts quicker," Brasher said. 
 

The artist is always on the lookout for local woods to use in his work. 
 

"When the Elloree United Methodist Church cut down a cedar by the parsonage, they gave me 
some of the wood," he said. "I was driving across the tracks in Creston when I noticed a logger 
cutting down some black walnut and cherry trees. I asked him if I could have some wood, and 
he told me to take what I wanted." 
 

Brasher also likes working with unusual woods such as the manzanita tree from the West 
Coast. A local resident brought back a piece of koa wood from Hawaii and commissioned the 
artist to make bottle stoppers from the wood. A piece of ambrosia maple, which contains 
imprints made by the ambrosia beetle, giving the wood its own character, lies in the shop 
awaiting Brasher's special touch. 
 

The artist is a member of the American Association of Woodturners, and he attended the 
association's annual convention which draws 8,000 to 10,000 woodturners, including some 
women. He is also a member of the Palmetto Woodturners in Columbia, where guest speakers 
demonstrate the art of woodturning. 
 

Brasher was juried into the South Carolina Artisans Center in Walterboro, where his work is on 
display. It is also on sale at local stores such as South By Southwest in downtown Elloree. He is 
currently working on a child's rocking horse which he is donating to a silent auction for the 
benefit of the Muscular Dystrophy Association in Atlanta. 
 

"I love wood and discovering its beauty. The Lord put beauty in the woods and gave me the 
capability of taking it out of the woods," Brasher said. 
 

T&D Correspondent Shirley Upton can be reached by phone at 803-854-5009. 
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MannTool and Supply will pay the sales tax on any item purchased on August 6 and 7, 2004.  
This is in addition to our regular club discounts, so you can tote up some serious savings 
before, during, or after the meeting.  Mann’s will be open until 3:00 PM for this promotion. 
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Richard Preston sent the membership list to Klingspor's Woodworking Shop last winter.  By 
now, everyone on that list should have received a catalog and would be listed on their files as 
a club member, entitled to a 10% discount on some items, particularly sanding materials, 
although someone told Richard that he got 10% off other items. 
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Members are encouraged to donate surplus tools and turning wood for the monthly door prize 
drawing. 
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We are looking forward to some great demonstrators for the next several months.  Mark your 
calendars now: 
 

September 4 Dave Barringer 
October 2 Frank Penta 
November 6 Bobby Clemmons 
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Your newsletter editor will miss the September meeting to attend a family reunion. I’d like to 
enlist the help of another member to photograph the demonstration and Instant Gallery in my 
absence.  Any volunteers?    
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President: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   
Vice President, Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-748-9629 SGHarrell@aol.com  
Secretary/Treasurer: Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com  
Librarian: Norm Weller 706 869-1139 rnweller@comcast.net  
Program Chairman: Charles Watson 803 939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov   
Media Specialist: David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    
Prize Coordinator::  Michael Rabkin 803 779-4900 mfr26@dprs.dmh.state.sc.us  
Southern States Representative: Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com  
Advisory Committee Members:  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com  
 John Porter 803 345-1283 tomtom4152@aol.com 
 Tom Rhoden 864-333-5422 trhoden@wctel.net  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 
802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 
between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  

From I-26 westbound  - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left 
onto Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 
mile on the right.  

From I-26 eastbound  - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at 
first traffic light onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring 
samples of their work for the monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests 
are always welcome.   

Members and guests are requested to park in the lot  behind Mann’s away from the 
loading dock/ 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
 

 


