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Ray Witschen passed away on September 20.  He will be missed by all the members of our 
club. Ray was an excellent woodturner, an outstanding craftsman and a friend to all who knew 
him.  
 
Our hearts go out to Ray’s family in this time of sorrow. 

������������
��������������������
��������������������
��������������������
��������� ������������
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
�����
� ���

The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 am on Saturday, October 4 at Mann Tool and 
Supply in West Columbia.  All members are encouraged to bring a turning, tool, or jig for the 
instant gallery.  We look forward to welcoming Howard Elrod, from Canton, Georgia as our 
demonstrator for October. 

Howard is retired from the insurance business and has been turning approximately seven 
years. He primarily turns hollow forms which are available through the A Round a Square 
Gallery in Canton. Five of his turned pieces were selected for exhibition through Highland 
Hardware. In addition to turning, he sells wood to other turners. Other hobbies are fishing and 
hunting which provide opportunities to see and obtain wood for turning. 

Howard is a past president of the Georgia Woodturners, and is currently on the board of 
directors for the Apple Ridge Woodturners. 

His demonstration will include the turning of a natural edge hollow form primarily using the 
Stewart Tool System, and possible discussion of other hollowing tools.  Howard will also 
discuss how to repair defects or problems with wood. 
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Forty-eight club members and guests were treated to a double 
demonstration by Bob Grant.  The first demonstration illustrated use of 
the One Way coring system to create a set of three nesting bowl 
blanks from a single large Magnolia blank.  Bob prefers the One Way 
device to other systems he has tried because of the cutter support 
devices which reduce strain on the woodturner.  His presentation 
emphasized the importance of proper setup and showed that the tool 

must be used with a degree of finesse even with the lathe set to low speed/high torque.  Club 
members took the blanks to be finished as a club nesting bowl project. 

In his second demonstration, Bob turned a tea box with internal lid.  
These boxes can be turned from any suitable wood species.  Bob 
markets these boxes primarily to oriental customers at prices which 
vary according to the cost of the wood used in each.  Bob turned a 
cylindrical blank on centers with tenons on each end for later mounting 
in a chuck. The full blank was marked to facilitate later grain alignment 
and parted into a top section (1/3 of blank length) and bottom section.   

Bob then hollowed the top and bottom and formed the tenon on the bottom section for mating 
with the top section.  He then turned carefully fitted disc type lid with integral knob from a 
contrasting blank.  The internal lid fit inside the tenon in the box bottom.  
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Sam Brasher Sam Brasher Jim Brewton Gary Dickey 

Gary Dickey Gary Dickey Gary Dickey Steve Harrell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve Harrell Tom Harvard Tom Harvard Tom Harvard 

         



 
 
 
 
 

Ben Pendarvis Ben Pendarvis Richard Preston Michael Rabkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerald Starnes Charlie Stephan Charlie Stephan Charlie Stephan 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Charlie Stephan  
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Help your editor by completing the Instant Gallery form at the end of the newsletter for each 
piece you display.  Additional forms will be available at the meeting. 
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South Carolina State Fair - October 2 - 12 
 

Entries are closed for the fair, but some of the entries in the turned wood category were very 
nice last year.   

 
Mann Tool & Supply 15 th Annual Tool Sale Event - October 7 & 8 

 

Sale Hours 8:30am-4:30pm.  Bosch Power Tools - Buy one get one 1/2 OFF!   10% off 
all other tools, equipment and accessories.  In-Store super specials.  Demonstrations by 
Tom Harvard (10:00 Tuesday) Michael Rabkin (1:00 pm Tuesday), Mike Weaver (3:00 
pm Tuesday), and Steve Harrell (2:00 pm Tuesday).  Special appearance by Miss 
Makita on Tuesday. 

 
Craftsmen's Christmas Classic at the Columbia Fairg rounds - October 31 - November 2 
 

Charlie Stephan will be participating in this show. 
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Christmas is just around the corner, more or less.  If you are thinking about turning ornaments 
for family and friends, you might find some ideas and inspiration from the following web sites. 

http://frontrangewoodturners.com/newsletters/frw2002_09.pdf 

http://www.august2nd.net/Ornaments.htm 

http://www.shopsmith.com/sshowgrp-90650 

http://www.teknatool.com/projects/project1.pdf 
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Reminder:  Annual membership dues of $25 are past due.  Members who have not renewed their 
memberships will be dropped from the newsletter mailing/email lists for November.  If you haven’t 
renewed, contact Gerald Starnes at 803 794-0119 or by email at joenat56@aol.com.  
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Members are encouraged to enhance our Door Prize Drawing by contributing turning wood or 
other items.   
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Charles Watson would like to sell a Stihl 028S chainsaw, 18" bar, case, and extra chain. 
$175.  Contact him at watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov or 803-939-0765.  

Jack Gould’s wants to sell his General 160 Woodworking Lathe, and advance to another lathe 
that will have the capability to work bowls larger than 12".   This lathe was purchased in April, 
1999, and is really a fine piece of machinery.  Specs:  12” Swing, 36” between centers, 41.5” 
spindle height, ¾ HP 230 volt motor, 1” x 8 tpi headstock, #2 Morse Taper, 0-3500 rpm using a 
Toshiba electronic speed control package, 36 position spindle lock.   Asking $1,400 including 
12" and 4" tool rest and a 3" face plate.  Anyone that is interested is more than welcome to 
come to Jack’s shop and try it out.  Contact Jack at 803-359-3438 or at rgould@sc.rr.com. 
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President: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com 
Vice President:  Steve Harrell 803-748-9629 SGHarrell@aol.com 
Secretary/Treasurer: Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor: Steve Harrell 803-748-9629 SGHarrell@aol.com 
Librarian: Norm Weller 706 869-1139 rnweller@comcast.net 
Program Chairman: Charles Watson 803 939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov 
Media Specialist: David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com   
Prize Coordinator::  Michael Rabkin 803 779-4900 mfr26@dprs.dmh.state.sc.us 
Southern States Representative: Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 
Advisory Committee Members:  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 David Greene 803 731-1022 david.greene@intel.com   
 John Porter 803 345-1283 tomtom4152@aol.com 
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 
802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 
between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  

From I-26 westbound  - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left 
onto Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 
mile on the right.  

From I-26 eastbound  - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at 
first traffic light onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring 
samples of their work for the monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests 
are always welcome. 



Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 
 

Type of Piece   Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  
 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)  (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  
 

Artist  Artist  
 


